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The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s Water, Sanitation & Hygiene program focuses on the
development of tools and technologies that can lead to radical and sustainable improvements in
sanitation in the developing world. Although we support some clean water and hygiene projects,
sanitation is our top priority because we have identified it as a neglected area in which we can spur
significant change.

Because the innovations we support can be most immediately valuable in densely populated areas,
our main focus is on urban sanitation and the public policies that can support new sanitation delivery
models in cities. Our priorities include identifying and testing delivery models that governments and
the private sector can use to extend quality service to all residents of a city, not just those in wealthier
neighborhoods. Ultimately, improved sanitation will be a key to ensuring healthy, sustainable cities in
the developing world, and the approaches that prove successful can then be adapted and extended to
rural communities.

Our strategy to build global demand for better sanitation also includes efforts to end open defecation
in rural areas and to implement improved measures for collecting waste, removing pathogens from
waste streams, and recovering valuable resources and energy. Most of our sanitation projects are in
South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa, where the burden of inadequate sanitation is greatest.

We focus our grantmaking in five complementary areas: Transformative Technologies, Urban
Sanitation Markets, Building Demand for Sanitation, Policy and Advocacy, and Monitoring and
Evaluation.
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