
Dr. Aiko Sakurai 
Associate Professor 
International Research Institute of Disaster Science (IRIDeS), 
Tohoku University (Sendai, Japan)   

Dr. Sakurai started herself involved in disaster practice since the 2011 Great East Japan 
Earthquake and Tsunami as education sector manager at Save the Children Japan.  At 
her current position in IRIDeS, Tohoku University since May 2014, she has been 
conducting field studies on developing a local-knowledge based and sustainable 
disaster education model based on  disaster experiences.  She is a member of 
Ishinomaki City Disaster Prevention Disaster Promotion Council.   
 
On the occasion of the 3rd World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, she 
organized a public forum on disaster education as secretary general of all Japan 
disaster education liaison network with Cabinet Office of Japan, the Ministry of 
Education and others.  
 
She holds Ph. D. in International Educational Development.  
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